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Problems in the Transition from
Elite to Mass Higher Education

By MARTIN TROW

every advanced socloty the {)roblcmx of highor euucmsun are
P blens associated with growth, Growth pases a variel
ems for the educational systems that experience it .md lur the
sociotles that support them. These problems arise fn every part
of highet education — in its finance; in its governmont and admin-
istration: in its reernitment and seloction of students; in its cur-
rloulum and forms of instauction; in its recruitment, training, and
sochalization of staff; in the sclting and maintenance of standards;
in the forms of examinations and the nature of qun]lﬂuuom
awarded; in student housing and job placement; in motivatien
and morale; in the relation of rescach to teaching; and in
tion of higher education to the secondary school system on one
hand, and to adult education on the other — growth has Its impact
on every form of activity and munifestation of higher cducation.
I most of the writing on higher education in recent years,
theso problems are treated in isolation. Curdculum reform and
financo and administration are commonly discussed by different
people, with different mithods and assumptions and often with
different values; they are reported a difforent conferences and
published in different joumnals for different audiences. Similarly,
discussions of student unrest and dissuptions in the universities
more often make reference 1o student [+ 'tics and ideology than
to the changing relation of higher education to the occupational
structures of advanced industrinl socleties. This essny will arguo
that these problems can be understood better as different mani-
fostatlons of a related cluster of probloms, and that they arise aut
of the transition from one ?))mro to anather in a broad pattern of
development of higher education, a transition — under way in
every advanced saclety — from elito to mass higher edueation and

Mantix Trow s a Prafessar of Saclalagy in the Graduate Schoo! of
Public Polley, University of Califarnia, Berkeley,
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